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Homogeneousnesee of the floristic composition of Pinus densiflora
stands in Japan

Jun Kato

Abstract

To elucidate the organization of the floristic composition of Pinus densiflora stands in Japan, |
reviewed the published literature describing the floristic composition of £ densiflora stands from
the viewpoint of the genera of the constituent species. A total of 170 researched stands were
analyzed. The stands were stratified by the Kira's Warmth Index (W. L.). A total of 365 genera and
644 species were recorded. I here defined that genera and/or species whose frequencies were
equal to or higher than 30% were classified as stably occurred ones. The top eight genera were
Quercus, Toxicodendron, Rhododendron, Miscanthus, Vaccinium, Ilex, Viburnum, Carex, and Cerasus.
Genera of Quercus, Toxicodendron, Rhododendron, Miscanthus, Vaccinium, and llex occurred stably in
all W. L. classes. These six genera had multiple species occurred in different W. L. classes so that
whole W. [. classes were occupied by the relevant genera. For example, in genus Toxicodendron,
the cooler and warmer W. I. classes were occupied by 7. trichocarpa and sylvestre, respectively.
Accordingly, the P. densiflora stands in Japan probably composed of genera Quercus, Toxicodendron,

69

Rhododendron, Miscanthus, Vaccinium, and Ilex.
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