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Alpine plant community in Mt. Yatsugatake I

—Growth characteristics of Cassiope lycopodioides on the rock ridge—

Takehiro MAasuzawa and Yuri UMEZU

Alpine plants are exposed to severe environmental conditions, such as low temperature, strong wind,

strong radiation. Especially in the alpine area evergreen leaves of dwarf plants are exposed extremely low

temperature and dehydration by freezing in winter season. On several dwarf trees growing at Mt. Yatsugatake

in central Honsyu, Cassiope lycopodioides and Diapensia lapponica var. obovata are widely distributed on the

rock surface along the ridge. In this study, we carried out to explain how this plant was adapted for
environment of the rock surface, from a point of morphological view. We studied on growth form and leaf

morphological structure. It was characteristic of this spaces that stomata of leaf inside was protected by the

space between stem and leaf.
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